
14/02/2021 Indian police charge army officer with killing three Kashmir civilians | India | The Guardian

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/dec/28/indian-police-charge-army-officer-killing-kashmir-civilians 1/4

India

 This article is more than 1 month old

Indian police charge army officer with killing three
Kashmir civilians

Azhar Qadri in Srinagar
Mon 28 Dec 2020 13.00 GMT

In a highly unusual move, Indian police have indicted an Indian army officer,
accusing him of killing three civilians in Kashmir in July and staging their deaths as a
fake gunfight.

The rare independent police inquiry into extrajudicial killings in the troubled region
found that the Indian military officer Capt Bhoopendra Singh, who used the alias
Maj Basheer Khan, had conspired with two of his informers to abduct three local
labourers. It said they killed the men, planted illegal weapons on the bodies and
branded them “hardcore terrorists”.

“They deliberately and purposefully chose not to follow SOPs [standard operating
procedures],” found the police investigation, which spanned several months.

“They planted illegally acquired weapons and material on their dead bodies after
stripping them of their identities and tagged them as hardcore terrorists in
possession of war-like stores,” it said.

https://www.theguardian.com/world/india
https://www.theguardian.com/world/kashmir
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The police said the accused officer also deliberately provided false information to
colleagues and seniors.

The three killed civilians included Abrar Ahmad, 16, and a 25-year-old man who was
father to a 15-month-old son.

The accused officer was part of 62 Rashtriya Rifles, a branch of the Indian army
dedicated to counter-insurgency operations in Kashmir. He now faces trial.

For decades the Himalayan state has been a flashpoint of conflict between India and
Pakistan, who have fought three wars for its full territorial control. Last year the
Indian government revoked Kashmir’s limited autonomy, bringing the state under
the full control of the central government, and implemented a paralysing crackdown
on civilians.

Allegations of human rights abuses and extrajudicial killings of civilians have
haunted Kashmir for decades as the Indian security agencies have sought to crush
the ongoing insurgency, which has an allegiance to Pakistan. Indian officers posted
in Kashmir are often given rewards for killing militants, either in the form of medals
and promotions, or financial payoffs of up to 1.25m rupees (£12,600).

It is very rare for a police or military investigation to follow the killing of an alleged
militant, and justice is rarely afforded to families who claim wrongful killing.

The incident this summer took place in southern Kashmir’s Shopian, a major apple-
producing district that has been the scene of frequent gunfights between Indian
security forces and insurgents.

The army had initially claimed that three “hardcore terrorists” were killed in
Amshipora village during a search operation that led to a gunfight. It had said the
militants were hiding in a “cowshed of a lone house in the orchard”.

However, the army’s version began to unravel when family members of three
missing persons from a remote village in Rajouri district filed a complaint with the
police, and local activists raised concerns on social media.

Guftar Ahmad, a social activist and neighbour of the three slain civilians, said it took
the family nearly a month to realise they were missing, and only filed a missing
persons report with the police on 10 August.

Ahmad then came across photos of the three labourers online and said he realised
his neighbours had been wrongfully killed by the military.

“We took up the issue with every authority and finally the DNA sampling was
ordered which took two months to match. After 73 days, we were allowed to exhume
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As 2021 unfolds ...
… we have a small favour to ask. You’ve read 14 articles in the last year. And you’re
not alone; through these turbulent and challenging times, millions rely on the
Guardian for independent journalism that stands for truth and integrity. Readers
chose to support us financially more than 1.5 million times in 2020, joining existing
supporters in 180 countries.

For 2021, we commit to another year of high-impact reporting that can counter
misinformation and offer an authoritative, trustworthy source of news for
everyone. With no shareholders or billionaire owner, we set our own agenda and
provide truth-seeking journalism that’s free from commercial and political
influence. When it’s never mattered more, we can investigate and challenge
without fear or favour.

Unlike many others, we have maintained our choice: to keep Guardian journalism
open for all readers, regardless of where they live or what they can afford to pay. We
do this because we believe in information equality, where everyone deserves to
read accurate news and thoughtful analysis. Greater numbers of people are staying
well-informed on world events, and being inspired to take meaningful action.

In the last year alone, we offered readers a comprehensive, international
perspective on critical events – from the Black Lives Matter protests, to the US
presidential election, Brexit, and the ongoing pandemic. We enhanced our

the bodies and carry them back to our village,” he said.

“The way things are going from the start, we are hopeful justice will be done.”

This is not the first such incident. A staged gunfight in 2010 in which army officers
killed three civilians and passed them off as insurgents led to months of widespread
protests, resulting in the killing of more than 100 civilians by police and paramilitary
forces.

In 2016, the police and paramilitary forces were accused of using disproportionate
force to contain widespread protests in the region – sparked by the killing of a famed
militant commander – which led to the blinding of hundreds of young men and
teenagers hit by iron pellets.

The Indian army said it was carrying out a separate inquiry into the Shopian killings.
“The evidence is being examined by the concerned authorities in consultation with
legal advisers for proceeding further,” Col Rajesh Kalia, a Kashmir-based army
spokesperson, said. Kalia said the army was “committed to ethical conduct”.

It is undecided whether the accused army officer will be tried in a criminal court or
in the army court.
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reputation for urgent, powerful reporting on the climate emergency, and made the
decision to reject advertising from fossil fuel companies, divest from the oil and gas
industries, and set a course to achieve net zero emissions by 2030.

If there were ever a time to join us, it is now. Every contribution, however big or
small, powers our journalism and helps sustain our future. Support the Guardian
with a single contribution from as little as £1, or commit to a monthly amount – £7
works out as just 23p per day. Thank you.
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